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PERHAPS AT LAST NIGHT'S MEETING you  heard an AA speaker remark ,  
"I  st arted to dr ink  at  the age  of  thirteen and be l ieve I was  an a lcoholic  f rom the  
s tart .  I  w ish that I  had known of  AA and this d isease then.  Maybe  I cou ld have  
saved myse lf  a lot of  miserable l iving ."  

Most  of  us  have  heard statements  s imi lar  to this many  t imes  in AA but  we  
may be hear ing  it  les s in the fu ture . In fact  newcomers  may even become hard to 
f ind at  a l l i f  the  teen-age  movement  started in Cali fornia  cont inues  its  rapid  
snowbal l  progress .  

Named Alateen by  i ts  youthful  members,  it s beg inning is  a lmost  as  inspir ing  
as  AA's . I ts  r ise  is  a lmos t as phenomenal  and it s mot ives  and success  just  as  v i t al  
to usefu l,  happy  l iv ing.  L ike  AA i t  was  the  inspirat ion of  one  person,  a  young 
high school  boy  whose  father had been a drunk.  The  father , through the  teach-
ings of  Alcohol ics  Anonymous,  was  t ry ing  to c reate  a new atmosphere of  home 
l i fe for his  fami ly.  

Bob is  a typica l  high school lad inte rested in sports ,  ou t-of-doors,  hot  rod 
cars and of  course , g i r ls .  Afte r  Bob's  dad had been in AA for a  short  t ime  Bob 
got  into a bi t  of  d isc ipl inary  t rouble  with school  off ic ia ls .  The  t rouble was of  a 
suff ic iently se r ious  nature  that  his  educators  wanted to place him in a  specia l  
school for problem chi ldren. Bob's mother,  act ive  in an Al-Anon Family  Group,  
begged the  school  off ic ia ls  to g ive  them one  more chance.  

She  and Bob's  dad spent  an evening with the boy,  expla ining  the exact  mean-
ing  and promise  conta ined in the Twe lve Steps  of AA.  They  asked him to t ry  and 
apply  them to his  problem at  school.  Hav ing a s incere  des ire  to correc t the  t rou-
ble , Bob d id t ry.  From this  point  on he  began to attend the  Al-Anon Family  
Group with his  mother and an occas ional  AA meet ing with both parents . He fe lt ,  
in these  adu l t meet ings ,  a wide  d ivergence  between the  experience and needs  of  
the ir problems  and his .  One  night  he  expla ined his  f rus t rat ion to his  parents  and 
presented the idea of forming a group of  t een-age  children of  Alcohol ics  Anony-
mous  members  for the  purpose of  shar ing  the ir  experience,  s t rength and hope  
with each other . Thus  Alateen was  born.  

Bob contacted his  dad 's  AA acquaintances and learned of  other teen-age  chi l-
dren in AA fami l ies .  On a Wednesday  night the  f i rst  meet ing  was  he ld in Pasa-
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I  am responsible.  

When  anyone,  anywhere,  

reaches  out  for  he lp,  I  want  

the  hand of  A.A. always  to 
be  there.  And for that ,   

I  am responsible !  
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Intergroup 
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SPECIAL  EVENTS  
Sue B.925/548-1893  

**Saturday,  September 3 ,  2011**  
222 W El  Pintado Rd. ,  Danv il l e  

Brian  M.  o f  Dubl in,  CA 
Meet ing  beg ins  a t  8:15  PM 

Bir thdays Celebrated  
Please DO NOT arrive  prior  to  7 :45  

DANVILLE/D IABLO  

MONTHLY 

SPEAKER MEETING  

 
dena in the  k it chen of  the  AA meet ing  place.  F ive  other young people at-
t ended that f i rs t gather ing.  Bob told  them his idea, a  l i t t le of  what  he  had 
been l ike,  what had happened and what  he  was l ike  now. He explained how 
the Twe lve Steps  had helped him.  He thought  the t ruths of  AA cou ld a id  
them toward liv ing  happie r ,  more  useful  and less  de l inquent  l ives.  His  pro-
posal  was  met  with so much enthus iasm that a  name was  voted upon that  
same evening . Today ,  less  than a year late r ,  the  Pasadena Group has twenty-
three  act ive  members .  

The usual problems  of format ion occurred .  Most  of  these  problems 
were  i roned out  w ith the a id of  older AA and Al-Anon members .  Because  
they  found that most  younger children d id  not  unders tand the exact  nature  
of  the  program and because  some un-think ing AAs  were us ing  Alateen for a 
f ree  baby- s itt ing  se rvice , they  establ ished an age  l imit of  thirteen to twenty.  
L ike  Al-Anon, Alateen is  separate f rom AA,  but  a lso l ike  Al-Anon i t  i s  an 
important  companion program for the  a lcoholic 's  fami ly .  These young peo-
ple , hav ing once learned of  and accepted the  explanation of  the a lcoholic 
problem in the fami ly ,  go forward apply ing the  pr inc iples of  AA to the ir  
own personal  behav ior problems .  

With a  few minor changes,  they  make use  of our Twelve Steps  and 
Twelve  Tradit ions  in the ir  dai ly l iv ing.  The Serenity  Prayer i s  an important  
part  of the ir  l iv ing .  They  use  our AA mot toes  and have composed other bits  
of  prose  to a id  them in l iv ing  happy , cooperat ive  and usefu l  l ives.  

An Alateen meet ing  is  conducted in exact ly  the same manner as an AA 
meet ing.  Each meet ing f inds an inv i ted AA and Al-Anon in attendance.  
They  have  no voice in the meet ing , vot ing,  planning or conduct of  it .  Occa-
s ional ly  AA gues t speakers  are  inv ited to a id  the  new Alateen member in 
get t ing  a bet te r  understanding of  the  a lcohol ic  problem and the  d isease  of 
a lcohol ism.  Al-Anon speakers  present the ir  message to he lp the  youngste rs 
in learning to accept  the  a lcohol ic  problem in the ir  home.  

Inte rnal  group problems are handled st r ic t ly  on the  bas is  of AA t rad i-
t ion.  Anonymity  is  respec ted and demanded more  st rongly  by  Alateen than 
our Tradit ions  ac tually ca ll  for.  P lac ing pr inc iples  before  personali t ies  is  the 
gu ide phrase  of  these  guys  and gals .  One  group augmented the  idea by hav-
ing  danc ing during the  af te r-meeting  soc ia l  t ime.  This  prac t ice  has  been 
hal ted without  any  outside  pressure for the  members dec ided that  such ac-
t iv ity  might  soon cause  them to forget  the  evening 's  message  of  he lp.  This  
group now holds  a  teen-age hop on a night other than meet ing night . They  
extend an inv i tat ion to al l  t een-age  couples  in the  area .  

Severa l Alateen members  do not have  a lcohol ic  problems  in the ir  fami-
l ies .  They  e i ther contacted Alateen out of  att ract ion or because  some Ala-
teen member ment ioned the  he lp he  was  gaining  f rom the  program. At  f i rst  
"non-alcohol ic  problem" members  presented the quest ion of v iolat ion of  
the anonymity t rad i t ion.  With deep understanding ,  Alateens  t a lked with 
the ir parents  and conc luded the ir  pr imary  duty was to a id  those  juveni les  
who had a des ire  for bet te r  behav ior . These "outs ide  the problem" mem-
bers,  as  good Alateens ,  respect  and adhere to the  anonymity  t rad it ions .  

(CONTINUED  FROM PAGE  1 )  WERE  NOT  ”PROS”  
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VALLEY  INTERGROUP  S ERVICE COUNCIL  

M EET ING M INUTES FOR MONDAY ,  AUGUST  1 , 2011 , 

7: 30-8: 30 PM 

Open ing:   Cha irper son ,  Tracy S . ,  opened  meet ing  wi th the  Seren-
i t y Prayer  

Purpose of  In tergroup:   Read by Donna  T .  
Concep t  6 f rom  the 12 Concept s of  Wor ld Ser v ice:   Summar ized  by  
Rober t  G .  

New Members :   Anny at t ended to be of  ser v ice 
May  2011 Minutes:   Reviewed  June 2011  M inu tes.  Mot ion car r ied 
to accep t  June 2011  M inu tes as wr it ten .  

R epo rt s:  
Financ ia l Repor t :   Theresa  M.   
Summar y o f  f inances f or  July 2011:  
Cash Account  =  $1091.38 
L it eratur e Fund =  $ 2341.97 
Operat ing  Account  =  $ 4483.28 
Prudent  Reser ve =  $ 10,000 .00  (at  the  l im it )  
We ll s F argo Un it y Fund =  $ 1750.00 (cap i s $2500)  
Tota l L iabi l i t i e s &  Equ it y =  $ 26,295.24 
Net  I ncome/Loss for  June =    -736.07 
Group con tr ibut ions  for  Ju ly 2011  in creased a lmos t  $1000.00 f r om 
June 

Mot ion  car r ied t o accept  f inancia l  repor t  a s wr i t ten .  
Board  Repor t :   Al l i son F .  
No board mee t ing he ld in  June .  
Major i ty  of  Ju ly mee t ing cons isted o f  d i scuss ing renego t iat ion  o f  
VSC  lease.  

Of f i ce Manager :   T r ish C.  
VSC  wi l l  be closed 8/20 (VSC P icnic & Fundra iser )  and  9/5 (Labor  
Day)   VSC comp lex is  under  reconstruct ion,  which  m igh t  d i srupt  
usual  bus iness hour s.   Dec is ion made ,  i f  no ob ject ions,  to add  
“ Informat ion  on  AA”  to Newcomer  Packet s ( S ing le  shee t  I nfor -
mat ion  on  AA pr in ted  for  “ Anyone New Com ing  to  AA”  or  for  
“ Anyone Re fer r ing Peop le to AA” )  

Genera l Ser vice  Dist r i ct  70:   Nancy S.  
Area Assembly i s com ing up in Vacav i l le  
Area Assembly Mot ions  -  OLD BUSINESS 
That  Area  6 forms an Area  Stand ing Commit tee  to be known  as 
“Cor rect ions and Treatment  Commit tee”  

Red is t r i ct ing  Request :  Tha t  Subdist r i ct  06 f r om D ist r ic t  07 become 
a new  Span ish language l ingu ist i c D ist r i ct  in  Area 6 

Area Assembly Mot ions  -  NEW BUSINESS 
That  t he phrase  “men and women”  in  the  f irst  sentence of  the  AA 
Preamb le be replaced wi th t he phrase  “ peop le of  a l l  ages”…. 

H&I L ia i son:   Ter ry  S.   
Announce  at  meet ings tha t  H&I can use  mor e suppor t ;  P ink Can  
should be passed separate & a f ter  7th  t rad it ion basket  & t o do-
nate  to  7t h t radi t i on f i r st .    

Business  Meet ing  i s Weds .  8 /3 @ 7:30 pm.  1s t  Chr i st ian  Church,  
29th  & Fairmount ,  Oak land.   

PI /CPC Cha irper son:   Bob W.  
Provid ing AA  info.   At  DU I classes  at  AXIS  Communi ty  Healt h,  
6666  Owens Dr . ,  Pleasanton.  

Young people ar e st i l l  needed to speak;  most  AXIS  meet ings in  
Pleasan ton  hand led .  

AXIS in  L ivermore  i s in terested in  hav ing  us come in once a 
month.  

Wor kshop  L ia ison:   B i l l ie  K .  
No June wor kshop.   Ju ly workshop at t endance  down; probab ly  due 
to summer t ime.  

No August  wor kshop (no t  t o con f l i ct  w it h VSC P icnic & Fund-
ra iser ) .  

Step 8 & 9 WORKshop:   (9/ 17/11)  1 :30- 3 p.m. at  John Knox  
Church.  

Spec ia l Event s Cha irper son:   Sue B.  
VSC  Annual P icnic & Fundr aiser  ( 8/20/11)  10- 2:30 pm. Amador  
Va l ley  Park,  4301 B lack  Ave ,  P leasanton.   Les l ie  K f rom Mo-
des to w i l l  speak  @ 11 & lunch t o f o l low  (hambur gers  &  ho t  

dogs) .  
Ann iver sar y D inner :   w i l l  be  in Januar y 2012 ;  speaker  w i l l  be Mike 
S.  f r om R iver side,  CA .   

Outr each Cha irper son:   Laura H .  
Outr each to one  meet ing  th i s pas t  month.  (Let t ing Go Group,  L i v-
ermore) .   Encouraged to    par t ic ipate  in  I nter group  and jo in us  
monthly at  th is  meet ing .  

Hot l ine Cha irper son :   Beth A.  for  Mark  S.  
Hot l ine commit tee i s formed  &  underway r ea l ign ing  & r eset t ing 
Hot l ine l i st  &  new  12  Step l is t .   

Hot l ine/12 Step Workshop :  Satur day,  9/24 @ Tr i- Va l l ey  Fe l lowship  
3:30- 5 p.m. in  room 1 .  P lease announce  at  your  meet ings &  
encourage vo lunteers  to  par t i cipate.  

EBYPAA L ia ison:   Jon  A .   
53rd I nter nat iona l Confer ence of  Young  Peop le in  A lcohol i cs  
Anonymous ( ICYPAA)  (9 /2-9 /5/ 11) ,  San Franc isco Mar r io t  Mar -
quis,  55  4t h S t . ,  San Franc isco.   $25 pr ereg ist rat ion,  
www. icypaahos t .org .   

NCCAA L ia i son :   Penny P .  (Absent)  
Ol d Bu sin e ss :   None 
N e w Bu si ne s s :  
Group Consc ience t aken to not  meet  in  September  due t o Labor  
Day  Ho liday.    

      Next  Int ergroup Mee t ing w i l l  be  10 /3 @ 7 :30  p.m. 
Group  A nnoun c em ent s :    
T r i-Va l le y Fe l lowsh ip ( Amby  L) :  mtgs 4x /day 7x/week ;  Fr i /Sat  mid-
n ight  mtgs.  O ld  Santa R ita  Rd,  P leasanton.  

H i l l t op (Cher yl  R) :   top ic/d i scuss ion m tg. ;  Wednesdays 7 :30-
8:30pm;  Un ited Method ist  church ,  Pleasan ton .  

By  the Book (Sue  B) :   book study ;  Tuesdays  @ 7:30pm; St .  C lar e ’s 
Church,  P leasanton.  

Lad ies L if e l ine (Barbar a) :   d i scussion women’s mtg ;  Tues  @ 6:30 
pm; Tr in i t y Lutheran  Chur ch ,  Pleasan ton .   

Words of  Wisdom (Theresa) :   open /d iscuss ion  mtg. ;  F r idays @ 6 
pm; St  August ine ’s Chur ch,  P leasanton.  

Women Stay ing in t he Book  (Donna T) :   women’s book st udy;  
Thurs  @ 5:30 pm; Tr i-Val le y YMCA,  P leasanton.  

Rebe l l i on Dogs (Donna  T) :   book st udy;  Sa t ,  8:30-9:30 am; 
Ashbur y Uni ted  Me thodist  Church ,  L i vermore.  

Jaywa lker s (Laura H) :   book st udy;  Saturdays,  9-10 :00  am ; S t  
Ph i l l ip s Church,  Dub l in.  

F r iday N ight  L i ve  (Doug H) :   open /d iscussion mtg ;  7  pm ; S t .  Ph i l-
ip s Lutheran  Chur ch ,  Dubl in .  

Back  to  Bas ics  (D iana  C) :   c lo sed/d iscuss ion mtg;  7 :30 pm; St .  
Michael ’ s Cathol i c Church,  L i vermore.  

Fr iday N ight  Stag ( Bob W) :   men ’s  mtg;  F r idays @ 7pm at  Ka ise r ,  
Pleasan ton ;   

Unscr ipted Men ’s Group (Don B) :   men ’s m tg;  Wednesdays  @ 8pm 
@ St.  C la ire ’ s Church,  P leasanton 

Broken E levator  (Rober t  G) :   book study ;  Thursdays  @ 7p .m.  @ 
Asbur y Un it ed Method ist  Chur ch,  L ivermor e.  

Men ’s  S tag  (Don  M) :   men’s mtg ;  F r idays @ 8 @ Ho ly  Cross  Lu-
theran Church,  L i vermore.  

R e ca p of  Me et ing :  
Se rvi c e Op po rtun it i e s:  
H & I :   Many serv i ce oppor tun it ie s;  contac t  Ter r y S.  (925)  997-
1820 .   Nex t  Newcomers Or ien tat ion is  Wednesday,  8/3  @ 7 pm 
& Bus iness  Mtg.  @ 7 :30  pm .  1s t  Chr i st ian  Chur ch ,  29th  & Fair -
moun t ,  Oak land.   Contact  Sharon  O. (925)  548-3007  re:  Santa  
Rita  Women’s Jai l .    Next  t ra in ings  for  Santa  Ri ta ja i l  are  in  
Augus t  and October .     

Genera l Ser vice :   12th  s tep  serv i ce “ Br idg ing  the Gap ,”  assist  
inmates r e leased  f rom inst i tu t ions  ge t  t o f i rs t  AA mtg .   Contact  
Kevin Y  at  925.408.4410,  Kev in. young@vintagesenior .com. 

PI /CPC:   Pr ov ide AA in fo.  @ DUI c lasses @ AXIS Commun it y 
Hea lth,  6666 Owens Dr . ,  P leasan ton .   Go  to DUI c lass  in pair ;  
can  obser ve  1st  t ime;  1- year  sobr iet y requ irement;  need more  
young people.   Contact  Bob W. at  925/998- 9447,  bwi t -

(CONTINUED  ON PAGE  7)  
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SPECIAL EVENTS 
♦  Se pte mbe r  2 -4 ,  2 01 1  5 3r d Annua l I CY P AA 

ht tp: / /www.icypaa host .o rg/      

♦  Se pte mbe r  1 7,  20 11    5 th Ha nd in the  Ha nd 

Women ’s  Da y of  Un ity 

Cen tu ry As s emb ly Chu rch  Lod i,  CA  
Ton i P.2 09 -3 22 -5147   Nan cy K 2 09 -745 -5107  

♦  Se pte mbe r   24 ,  2 01 1        Hot line  Wo r ks ho p 
ht tp: / /val le yse rvicece nter. org /e ve nt s.ht ml  

♦  Oc to ber  2 8 -30 ,  2 01 1    64 th Annua l NCC AA  
Fal l  Confe re nc e Sa nta  Rosa  

ht tp: / /ncc -aa . org 

♦  Nove mbe r 11-13 ,  2011        24 th Annual  Round up  

La k e Ha va su City 

h ttp : / /www.h a va suaa . com  

For re gist rat i on  forms visi t  us  @ the  V al le y Servi ce  Cente r  

•  1s t  Monday is  Interg roup 7:30 @ Tr in i ty Lutheran  Church  in  
Pleasanton & Monday Nite Live Bir thday Meet ing  

•  1s t  Wednesday i s  H&I 7:30 @ 29th  & Fa irmont  in  Oakland   

•  Every Wednesday i s a  bir thday meeting  @ Thump This  in  Livermore 

•  Every Thursday Pr imary Purpose Cakes  taken  Spkr  Mtg  in  Dubl in  

•  1s t  F r iday is  F r iday Nite L ive Birthday meet ing  

•  2nd  Tuesday is  Tr i Val l ey General  Members  Meet ing  7 PM 

•  3rd  Monday i s  the GSR Sub Dis tr ic t  meeting  6:45 @ Resur rect ion  

Lutheran  Church  7557 Amador  Va lley Boulevard,  Dubl in  

•  4th  Monday GSR meet ing  @ 7:30 20080 Redwood  Rd, Castro  Val ley  

•  4th  Sa turday Tr i Val l ey & Crossroads  Speaker/Birthday meet ings  

•  Last  Tuesday & Thursday in Suno l  Birthday meet ings 

•  Last  Wednesday is  Hil ltop Bir thday meet ing  in  Pleasanton 

Let ’s  add  your  Bir thday meet ing  to  our  ca lendar ! Ca ll  829-3160 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

28 
 

29 
VISC  Board Mtg  

6:45  PM  
7000 V i l lage 
Pkwy Ste 5 
Dubl i n,  CA  

94568 
 

30 
Ladi es L i fel i ne  

Bi rt hday  Meet i ng 
6:45 Pm  

& 
Sunol  B i rt hday 
Meet i ng  8 :00 

31 
 

Thump Thi s 
B i rt hday  Mtg .  
Each & Ever y 
Wednesday  

September  1  
Pr imary  
Purpo se 

Speaker/Bi rt hday 
Meet i ng  8 :00 

PM  

2 
 
 

3 
DDSM Bi rt hday  
Speaker meet i ng 

8:15 PM  
222 W. El  P i ntado  
Danvi l l e  Br i an M.  

of Dubl i n,  CA  

4 
 

5 

 
6 

7PM Tri - Val l ey’ s 
General   

Member shi p 
Busi ness  
Meet i ng 

7 
Thump Thi s 
B i rt hday  Mtg . 
Each & Ever y 
Wednesday  

8 
Pr imary  
Purpo se 

Speaker/Bi rt hday 
Meet i ng  8 :00 

PM 

9 
 

10 

11 12 
Sub . Di s tr i ct  
6:45 PM  

Resur rec t ion 
Lutheran 

Church 7557 
Amado r Val l ey 

13 14 
PICPC Meet i ng 
Eastbay IG  
Of fi ce 6 PM  

& Thump Thi s 
B i rt hday  Mtg 

15 
Pr imary Purpo se  
Speaker/Bi rt hday 
Meet i ng  8 :00 

PM 

16 
 

17 

Step 8&9 
WORKSHOP 
John Knox -

Church Dubl in 
1-3 PM  

18 19 
General  Servi ce 

7:30 Fai t h  
Lutheran 

Church 20080 
Redwood Rd CV  

20 21 
 

Thump Thi s 
B i rt hday  Mtg   
Each & Ever y 
Wednesday  

22 
Primary Purpose 

Speake r/  
B ir thday  
Meet ing  
8:00 PM  

23 
 

24 
Tr i -Val l ey &  
Cro ss roads  

B i rt hday  8  PM  
Meet i ng s 

& Cro ssroads  Biz  

25 
 

26 
VISC  Boa rd Mtg 6:45 

PM  
7000  Vi l lage  Pkwy 

Ste  5 
Dubl in ,  CA 94568 
& General  Ser vice 

7:30  Fai th  
Luth eran Chu rch 

20080 Redwood Rd 

CV  

27 
Ladi es L i fel i ne  

Bi rt hday  Meet i ng 
6:45 Pm  

& 
Sunol  B i rt hday 
Meet i ng  8 :00 

PM 

28 
 

Thump Thi s 
B i rt hday  Mtg .  
Each & Ever y 
Wednesday  

29 
Pr imary  
Purpo se 

Speaker/Bi rt hday 
Meet i ng  8 :00 

PM  
& Suno l   

B i r thday 7:30 PM 

30 
 

Fr iday  
Nite L ive  
B ir thday  
Meet ing  
7:00 PM 

October  1  
DDSM Bi rt hday  
Speaker meet i ng 

8:15 PM  
222 W. El  P i ntado  
Danvi l l e Car r ie  C . 
of Danvi l l e,  CA  

THE VALLEY VIEW  
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Alcohol ics  Anonymous  has  now t ru ly  become a family  affa i r  in those  areas which have  a l l three  of these pro-
grams . Quite  often a l l  three meet ings are conducted in the  same bu i ld ing  on the  same night . The  soc ia l  t ime  afte r  
meet ings  of ten f inds  a l l three  partic ipants  ming l ing  together,  eat ing  donuts  and drink ing coffee or soda pop.  

I  have  a  s ixteen-year-old  son who is  a  member of  an Alateen Group.  I  have  been inv ited to s it  in at  the ir  meet -
ings and a lso to speak.  I s at  in on a recent  meet ing of  the  or ig inal  group in Pasadena.  Because of  the  a lcohol ic  
problem in the ir fami l ie s two of  the g ir ls ,  both seventeen, are  now wards  of the  juveni le court .  One is the  oldest  
of  f ive g i r ls  and a l l are now l iv ing  in separate  foste r  homes.  Both parents  are  s t i ll  prac t ic ing a lcohol ics  but  
through the teachings  of  Alateen she  is  now able to unders tand them.  Because of  resentment  and lack of  proper 
superv is ion her thought patte rns  led her into running away  f rom home, d irect  insubordinat ion to parents and 
school offic ials and genera l lack  of  respons ibi l ity .  She  is  now a f ine  young lady,  at t ract ive,  inte ll igent,  w ith f ine 
inner qual i t ies  that  are  now beg inning to blossom forth because  of  her Alateen program .  

The other seventeen-year-old g ir l ran away  f rom home afte r  her dad came to AA.  She  had more  or less  as-
sumed his place  bes ide  her mother during  his  dr ink ing days  and she  cou ldn't  eas i ly  re l inqu ish her st ation when he 
became sober.  She  ran away f rom home,  sk ipped school ,  f lagrant ly broke  school  and soc ia l regulat ions  unt il  a t  last  
i t  was  necessary  for her parents  to ask  juveni le  authori t ies to aid  them.  The court  placed her in a  foste r home.  
Whi le  res id ing  there  she  began going to Alateen. Today  she is  back  in her own home and l iv ing in harmony  with 
her fami ly  and f r iends.  Cit izenship grades  for both these  g ir ls  have remained cons is tent ly high s ince  coming to 
Alateen and both have  ra ised the ir  scholast ic  s t andings  at  school .  

One  of  the  boys  at  age e ighteen dec ided he  wanted to get  marr ied.  His  st i l l  prac tic ing  a lcohol ic  mother for-
bade  this  so he  ran away  f rom home. He moved in with a  fast  c rowd of  older fe l lows and soon found himse lf  us ing  
sedat ives  for k icks and steal ing  auto part s for expense  money .  

The des ire to do things  r ight drove him back  home,  where  he  d iscovered AA had entered his  home.  His  
mother suggested Alateen to him and he  went to his fi rs t meet ings  for laughs .  He  hasn't  missed a meet ing s ince.  
He  has  been able  to unburden his resentments  and big-shot  at t itude  to k ids  who unders tood.  Today his wrong 
habi t  pat te rns  and adverse  thinking are  under cont rol.  His  parents,  fami ly  and f r iends  overf low with pra ise for 
Alateen which has saved him from himse lf.  

These  are  the exceptional  cases . Most  of  the k ids  have  never st rayed that  far  f rom proper behav ior but  they  
wi l l  readi ly te l l  you  that  they  were  heading that  way .  

The majori ty  are  apply ing  the ir program to normal  teen-age  d if f icu lt ies.  They  are  t ry ing  to overcome problems  
of  d isobedience,  resentment,  lack  of respons ibi l it y,  boredom,  d is respect,  smoking,  s tay ing  out past  parents '  curfew 
hours and,  as  my own son puts  it ,  just  pla in laz iness. 

Each week  the  members  of  the Pasadena Group se lect  a  personal  problem they  fee l  they  need to correct .  They 
apply  the idea of  l iv ing  one  day  at  a  t ime to the  problem.  The  fol lowing week  they  report  to the  group on the ir  
progress.  

In answer to my queries  about  the spir i tual concepts  of  the  program,  members agreed that  the  Serenity Prayer 
and f inding a God of the ir  unders tanding made  the  Alateen way  easy.  Most  are  going to church now without the ir  
parents '  ins istence . Most  admitted ask ing for gu idance  during  the  day .  

Word of  this  new teen-age  program spread.  Soon inqu ir ie s were  pouring into the  Los Ange les  AA Centra l Of-
f ice . The  Pasadena Group v is i ted other areas  to explain the ir  program and he lp form new groups . The ef fort  to 
carry the ir  message has resu lted in nine  other ac t ive  groups  in the  Los Ange les  area .  They  now rece ive and handle  
Alateen Twelf th Step ca l ls  in the  same manner as  AA and Al-Anon.  A few cal ls  come in f rom AA Centra l Off ice ,  
a l though more  are  passed on to them from AA Twelfth Step cal l s  when it  is  d iscovered there  are  teenagers in a  
newcomer's fami ly .  

These  are  facts  about teen-aged k ids l ike  yours and mine- -the  k ind of  k ids  that church leaders ,  juveni le au -
thori t ies  and school off ic ia ls  are  seek ing a  way  to handle.  Alateens  be l ieve that  they  may  have  the  answer to the  
de l inquency  problem if they can just  get  it  to the  sources  that  count--other t een-agers  l ike  themse lves.  I can' t  he lp 
but agree .  I am see ing i t  work  every  day.  I experience the  benef i ts  in my own home.  

I  lef t that  Pasadena meet ing  knowing that I  had had another spir itual  experience . I  thanked God that  some 
twenty years  ago he  had placed the  r ight message  in the  r ight  hands at the  r ight t ime .  

Ed. Note--Thi s  new  ex tens ion o f  AA se ems  to  us  s o  exc i ti ng  and s o  fu l l  o f po tent i al  far  reaching  i n f luence  that i t  is  our  hope  o th e r  AA and Al-Anon g roups  
w i l l  be  i nspir ed to  i ni t i ate  simi lar  Alateen proj e c ts  i n the ir  communi ti es .  Nex t month  we  w i l l  bring  you a repo r t  f rom s ome  o f  the  teen-ag er s  who  wi ll  s peak fo r  

th emse lves  on how  the i r  g roups  are  he lping  them. Anyone  i nte r es ted i n fi nding  out more  about Alate ens  and how  the y  work should contac t  th e  Al-Anon Fami ly  
Group Headquar te r s ,  125 E. 23rd S t . ,  New York, New York. 

Bil l  M.  
La Puente ,  CA  

(CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  2)   WERE  NOT  ”PROS”  

Al l  of  the  ar t ic les  in th is  p ub l ica tio n  a re  rep rin ted  w ith  the perm iss io n o f AA Wor ld  Serv ice s , I nc .  a nd AA Gr apev ine ,  I nc.  
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t ig@sbcg lobal .ne t .   

Hot l ine:   Volunteers  Needed.  Contac t  Mark  S.  487-6790 or  Beth  
A 829-8790 i f  i n ter es ted .  

Ev ent s:   VSC Annual  P icn ic  &  Fundraiser  (8/ 20)  10-2:30 pm. 
Amador  Va l ley  Park ,  4301  B lack Ave ,  Pleasan ton .  Les l ie  K.  
of  Modesto w i l l  speak @ 11 & lunch  to  fo l l ow ( burger s/ hot  
dogs) .  Contac t  Sue  B.  @ sue_bevi l le@yahoo. com. for  in f o.  

Step 8 & 9 WORKshop (9 /17 /11)  1:30-3 p.m . a t  John Knox 
Church.   Contact  B i l l ie  K.  ( 925)  548- 2467 or  by ema il  
kor t 36@yahoo. com .  No workshop in  August !  

53rd I nter nat iona l Confer ence of  Young  Peop le in  A lcohol i cs  
Anonymous ( ICYPAA)  (9 /2-9 /5/ 11) ,  San Franc isco Mar r io t  
Marqu is,  55 4th St . ,  San  Franc isco .   $25  preregist r at ion ,  
www. icypaahos t .org .   

Hot l ine / 12 Step Wor kshop (9/ 24/11)  3 :30- 5 pm. at  T r i-Va l le y 
Fel lowsh ip Rm 1 ( fo l lowed by  po t luck at  6pm  & B ir thday 
Speaker  Meet ing @ 8 pm.   

Misc . :   Encourage t r easurer  of  your  gr oup to make  donat ions  to 
VSC  mor e prompt l y/ cons istent ly .  

H&I can use  mor e suppor t ;  announce Pink Can should be 
passed separate & a f ter  7th  t rad it ion baske t  & t o donate t o 
7th t rad it ion  f i rst .   

VSC  wi l l  be closed Sa turday ,  8/ 20 and  Monday ,  9/ 5.  
Nex t  In tergroup Meet ing wi l l  be Monday ,  10/3  @ 7:30 p .m.   No  
meet ing in September !     

Vo lun teer  to do Concept  8  in  Augus t :   TBD 
7th Tradi t i on:   Basket  passed and  donat ions  col le ct ed.  
Bir t hdays s ince we last  met :   None .  
C losed w ith  the Respons ib i l i t y Sta tement :   “ I  am respons ib le…
when anyone,  anywhere,  reaches  out  for  he lp,  I  want  the hand of  
A.A.  a lways  to  be there.   And for  that,  I  am respons ib le. ”   

(CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  3)   Int er gr oup Meeti ng Minut es August  1,  2011  

Al l  of  the  ar t ic les  in th is  p ub l ica tio n  a re  rep rin ted  w ith  

2012  Wa l l  Calendar 
See  s tr ik ing photo-

graphs  tha t  r ef lec t  th e 
j oy  o f  li v ing ,  ser eni ty  
and o ther  sobr i e ty 
th emes. Fu l l -co lor  

photographs  taken  by  
our  r eader s ,  a ccompa-
n ied  by  bri e f  quotes  
se lec ted  from Grape-
vine ar t i c les.  The  

quotes  ar en ' t  di rec t ly  
r e la ted to  e i th er  AA or  

a lcoho li sm,  so the  ca lendar  may be  di sp layed  anony-
mously .  Tri l ingua l  (Eng li sh /Spani sh/French )  

2012 Pocket  P lanner  
A companion  to the  Wa ll  Ca lendar ,  th e 
P lanner  fea tures  a  month -a t-a -g lance  
spread  and  quota tions  f rom the  Ca len -

dar.  Grea t  fo r  keep ing ann iver sary  da tes .   

Spiritual Awakenings II 
The  grea test  gif t  tha t  can come to  any-
body i s  a  spir i tua l  awakening" -  B i l l  W. 
Grapevine ,  December 1957 
On ly  in  the  cha l lenging ,  dy-
namic  dai ly  l i ves  o f  AA mem-

ber s  do the  Twelve  S teps  
come to v ibran t l i fe .  In  theses  

s tor ies  from the  pages o f  Grapevine ,  pub-
l i sh ed  s ince  1944,  sobr i e ty ' s message  of  
mi rac les  and  r edemptions  i s  shared wi th  
pass ion and  humor in  74 co lor fu l  vo ices .  
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P HONE :   925-829-3160 
HOTLINE :    925-829-0666 
EMAIL :  INFO@ VALL EY SER VI CEC ENTER. OR G 

 
MONDAY   5 PM  -  7:30PM 
W EDNESDAY 6 PM  -  8 PM  
S ATURDAY  9 AM  -  1 PM  
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DDDD U BLI NU BLI NU BLI NU BLI N ,  CA 94568, CA 94568, CA 94568, CA 94568     

925/829-3160  

IT ’ S  FREE TO  READ   
AND  DOWNLOAD  
 ON  THE  WEB  AT  

www.va l l eyserv i c ecen te r . o rg  
PPPP LACELACELACELACE    ADDR ESSADDR ESSADDR ESSADDR ESS    HEREHEREHEREHERE    

VVVVALLEYALLEYALLEYALLEY  S S S S ERVICEERVICEERVICEERVICE  C C C C ENTERENTERENTERENTER     

WOULD  YOU  LIKE  TO  SUBSCRIBE   
T O  A  HARD  COPY  OF  THE  VALLEY  V IEW? 

 
You can rece ive  your own copy with a  s ugges ted donation of  $12. 00.  
 
To do so,  p lease send the fo l lowing t o:  
 VSC, 7000 Vil lage Pkwy,  Suite  5 Dublin 94568 

 
Name    
 
Address    
 
City     
 
State and Zip   
 
 
 
Make your check payab le to Va l ley Service Cent er.  

WE ’RE  BEING  OF SERVICE  TO  YOU ,   
SO  YOU  CAN  BE  OF  SERVICE  TO  OTHERS  

 
THE  VALLEY SERVICE  CENTER   

HOURS  ARE   
 

MONDAY 5PM-7 :30 PM  
WEDNESAY  6—-8  PM  

SATURDAY  10:30 AM—2:30 PM 
 

PLEASE ,  STOP  BY  
&  SAY  HELLO  

Place 

Postage 

Here 

 


